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Viswa Bharati Vidyodaya Trust

An Education Innovation Of Adivasi

Dear Friends,

Happy Diwali to you! As all of you have been generous with us during these past months
of Corona lockdown we are happy to write to you again about the progress we have made here
in spite of everything. We do hope you are well and it would be great if you can get back to us

with your thoughts and ideas - even a short response would be welcome.

Schools in Tamil Nadu are gearing up to reopen after a very long gap of 18 months. Talking to
the children here, we are able to sense excitement and eagerness among them to return to school.
They are also concerned and anxious, not about the safety aspect but about the expectations the
teachers might have of them. In one of our village engagements while we were conversing with
the children, they shared “/t has been a really long time and we also did not get any online classes.
Now we are in higher grades, we don’t know much. What will happen if we don’t know anything

when we go back to school? Will the teacher be upset with us and scold us?”

This conversation reinforced our belief that our success as teachers and facilitators mainly
depend on how we relate to children and how they relate with us. All of us need to prepare

ourselves to connect with children and meet them where they are. Learning then happens on


https://mailchi.mp/56f9f8e5fe6f/vbvt-quarterly-newsletters-7089470?e=65651372de

this foundation of relationship and meaning. Success isn’t about bridging academic learning

gaps/ loss and giving knowledge for children to acquire.

Learning Outcomes Activity
Grade 1 (EVS)
My Femily - identify relationships Prepeic booklet
Differentiete living and non-living thi Picture and neme card

Identify peits in our body

Chert

List the types of tests
Puzzles (A series)

Smell end tell, teste and tell
Puzzles

Grade 2 & 3 (EVS)
List end identify types of fish Drew types of fish end metch
Peits and stiucture of fish Practicel and diewing

Plents and trees eround us

Natuie walk

List all enimels end clessify besed on food hebits
Create well newspaper

Metch picture -> neme cerd
Drawing collecting pasti

Grade 4 & 5

Identify seasons (revolution)

Drew villoge mep end connect it to other meps
Adivesis and their reletionship with fishing
Fishing equipment - treditionel end modem

Videos, discussion

Drewing and mep work

Foodbook, pictues and shering

Pictures of equipment, comparison (good &
bed)

Cieate 8 model of fishi ipment

an ipment







Teacher Facilitators Education Programme
Together with 8 adivasi youth, we piloted the Teacher-Facilitator Education Program in

August. This is a year-long initiative which aims to support and build adivasi youth to

work with the community, using the skills, tools and perspectives of meaningful
education.




In the first phase spanning 7 weeks, we worked together on modules related to

understanding self and our community. The modules were

e on building trust and dialogue between us as a group;

e on co-creating the purpose and objectives of the program;
on identifying the various identities (personal and social) we hold and reflecting on
how those identities influence their life experiences and how those identities
impact the ways others perceive them,;
on understanding their self -- values, emotions and strengths —- and learning
about emotional tools that strengthen their agency and resilience;
on understanding about their adivasi community, the mainstream community and
how they relate and differ;
on learning about the history of the social movement here and of institutions;
on identifying and articulating the issues facing the community today and the kind
of leadership required; and

creating and articulating the way forward for themselves and their community.

With these learnings and experiences, we are now building the phase 2 of the program

where we will be exploring themes in education and how education has a role to play in

the issues being faced by the community and the quest for social justice.

In the pictures.: The group learning about their communities histories by listening to the elders; the group
diving deep into their life to understand who they are, learning about their past and exploring their present,
to frame a future path for themselves, group working towards framing their norms and goals and breaking

the ice.

Scholarships towards Higher Education

High school and colleges opened up from September this year.Towards enabling and
motivating high-school Adivasi children to return back to schools and pursue their higher
education, scholarships were provided to 26 students from grade 9 till college education.

These scholarships help students become self-reliant

Resource Centre

We are supporting the community facilitators by sharing video resources on various
activities. You can find them here. The purpose of these resources is to support the
facilitators in their thinking and ideation of activities, which in turn gives them confidence
to teach and share with the children.

We have also added videos on Kaathadi covering the concepts in Integers and also on the


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9XrCD8w2nsc9xi5wW9JCQZPHSON8xt0z

importance of social distancing. As it was difficult to browse and find the right Kaathadi
videos on YouTube, we requested Nirmal Kapanee, as a volunteer, to create a Mobile
Learning App for easy access of Kaathadi YouTube channel videos. We believe the
application will be helpful for teachers and students as the content is organized topic

wise. Please find below the link to the application on Google Store here.

We want to thank you all for being part of our journey. It is always difficult to say how
much it helps to know that you are there looking out for us. While we are grateful to a
number of institutional supporters, we also have recently come across a number of
people, especially young friends, who want to be a part of this process but who can’t give

large donations. So we now have a new idea - Giving Circles.

You can make a contribution once a month or so and be part of our Giving Circle. So far
we have ~20 young people who donate regularly. The amount is not important, it’s the
sharing and joining of hands that makes the difference. With schools reopening in the
first week of November, we are preparing our spaces, people and purpose to ensure all
children here go back to school. We also dream of meaningful learning spaces for them as
they come back to school and access learning after a long gap. You can join us and
enable this by supporting us. If Giving Circles connect with you, do get on a call (+91
8754780597) and we can build this out together.

Thank you and Take Care.


https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app.kaathadi

